Fieldnotes: Raccoon m
What to look for:

* Short wide snout

¢ Lared cheekbones
* large braincase.
e Teeth are flat and brood
o buit For crushing food rather than slicing,

Behavior/ecology: Omnivore
Eats Fruits, insects, small animals, and even human food. Mostly
active at night and very adapmble to cities.

Importance:
Helps control insect and rodent populations and plays a role in
seed dispersal.

Fun fact:
Raccoons have highly sensitive Front pows-they can Leel objects
almost like we use our hands.



Raccoon

Procyon lotor




Fieldnotes: Virginia Opossum %
What to look for:

o I_on@ harrow shout

* Small braincase

e Lots of teeth (more than most mammals!)

* Teeth are sharp and pointed

o buit for an omnivorous diet

Behavior/ecology:
Omnivore - eats insects, Fruits, small animals, and carrion.
Mostly active at night and known For ‘Playing dead' when
threatened.
Importance:

Helps clean up carrion and control insect and tick: populations.
Fun fact:

Opossums are the only mar«;upials in North America - +hey carry
their young n a Pouch.



Virginia Opossum

Didelphis virginiana




Fieldnotes: Red Fox
What to look for: ﬁ
o I_on@ harrow shnout

¢ Slim skull with small braincase

* Sharp, pointed teeth

o buit For slicing meat

* Teeth more delicate than a dogs
Behavior/ecology:

Carnivore/omnivore - eats small mammals, birds, insects, and
Lruit.

Active at dawn and dusk (cr'epuscular).
Importance:

Helps control rodent populations and maintains ecosystem
balonce.
Fun fact:

Red foxes have excellent hearing - they can detect small animals
moving underﬁr'ound.



Red Fox

Vulpes vulpes

< u



Fieldnotes: Gray Squirrel
What to look for:

* Short shout with Iarﬁe eye sockets

* Strong curved incisors in Front
* Gop behind incisors (diastema)
° no canine teeth present

e Flat molars for gr'indinﬁ plant material
Behavior/ecology:

Herbivore - eats nuts, seeds, fruits, and bark.

Active clur'inﬁ the day and commonly found in urban and forested
areos.
Importance:

Important seed dispersers - help Forests regenerate by burying
nuts.
Fun fact:

Gray squirrels Por'ﬁei- some of the nuts they bury, which helps
grow new trees.



Gray Squirrel

Sciurus carolinensis




Fieldnotes: Eastern Cottontail
What to look for:

* Large eye sockets

* Short, rounded skull

* Two pairs of upper incisors ("Peﬁ teeth' behind the Front

teeth)

e Flat molars for 6r'indinﬁ plants
Behavior/ecology:

Herbivore - eats grasses, leaves, and bark.

Most active at dawn and dusk.

Importance:

Important prey species For many predators and helps shape
PIarH' communities.

Fun fact:

Cottontails can produce two types of droppinﬁs - one they re-
eat to 6e+ extra nutrients.



Eastern Cottontail

Sylvilagus floridanus




Fieldnotes: Eastern Red Bat
What to look for: M
* Very smadll, delicate skl

* Short shout

* Sharp, pointed teeth

o built For catching insects

* Large braincase relative to size
Behavior/ecology:

Insectivore - eats moths and other Plyinﬁ insects.

Nocturnal and uses echolocation to hunt.
Importance:

Helps control insect Populaﬁons, includinﬁ aﬁr‘icuHur'al Pe~;+9.
Fun fact:

Eastern red bats often roost in trees and can look like dead
leaves hanging from branches.



Eastern Red Bat

Lasiurus borealis




